
If you want to join the church as an official 
member…what now? Here are the four basic 
requirements for membership. If you are ready 
to say yes (or have already said yes) to these 
things, then we are glad to welcome you as a 
member of the Encounter Church family!

your Next Steps

Faith in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins

Baptism

Listened to or attended the 
“Discover Encounter” message series

Commit, Sign and Return the 
Church Membership Covenant



Membership Covenant
Privilege and Responsibility
¶154 Membership in the Church is a high priv-
ilege and responsibility. We believe the Cove-
nant required of members is consistent with 
the teaching of the written Word of God.

Faithfulness to the covenant is evidence of the 
individual member’s desire to sustain a saving 
relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord, to bring 
glory to God, to advance the cause of God on 
earth, to preserve the unity of the body of Christ 
and to cherish the fellowship of the Free Meth-
odist Church.

¶155 When a member does not keep his/her 
covenant and habitually violates his/her vows, 
it is the responsibility of minister and members 
to point to the failure and to seek in love to 
restore the member. If, after these steps have 
been taken, the member does not keep his/her 
commitments, he/she must be dealt with in 
accord with the due processes of the church.

¶156 Members of the Free Methodist Church, 
trusting in the enablement of the Holy Spirit 
and seeking the support of the other members 
of the church, make the following confession 
and commitments as a covenant with the Lord 
and the church. 

The Confession and Commitment
We confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. By 
faith, we walk with Him. We commit ourselves 
to know Him in His full sanctifying grace. 

As Regards God
¶157 As God’s people, we reverence and wor-
ship Him. We commit ourselves to cultivate 
habits of Christian devotion, submitting to 
mutual accountability, practicing private and 
corporate prayer, studying the Scriptures, at-
tending public worship and partaking of Holy 
Communion;

We commit ourselves to observe the Lord’s 
Day, setting it apart for worship, renewal and 
service; 

We commit ourselves to give our loyalty to 
Christ and the church, refraining from any 
alliance which compromises our Christian 
commitment. This we do, by God’s grace and 
power. 

As Regards Ourselves and Others
¶158 As a people, we live wholesome and holy 
lives and show mercy to all, ministering to both 
their physical and spiritual needs.

We commit ourselves to be free from activities 
and attitudes that defile the mind and harm 
the body, or promote the same;

We commit ourselves to respect the worth of 
all persons as created in the image of God;

We commit ourselves to strive to be just and 
honest in all our relationships and dealings.

This we do, by God’s grace and power. 

As Regards the Institutions of God
¶159 As a people, we honor and support the 
God-ordained institutions of family, state and 
church.

We commit ourselves to honor the sanctity of 
marriage and the family;

We commit ourselves to value and nurture chil-
dren, guiding them to faith in Christ;

We commit ourselves to seek to be responsible 
citizens, and we pray for all who lead.

This we do, by God’s grace and power. 

As Regards the Church
¶160 As God’s people, we express the life of 
Christ in the world.

We commit ourselves to contribute to unity in 
the church, cultivating integrity, love and un-
derstanding in all our relationships; 

We commit ourselves to practice the principles 
of Christian stewardship, for the glory of God 
and the growth of the church;

We commit ourselves to go into our world and 
make disciples. This we do, by God’s grace and 
power. 

(from the 2007 Book of Discipline)



Lay Membership
Adult Membership 
¶8800 Those who are to be received into mem-
bership shall be called forward by name, and 
the pastor, addressing the people, shall say: 
Into this holy fellowship the persons before you, 
who have received the sacrament of baptism, 
who have learned the nature of these privi-
leges and duties, who have been instructed in 
the teachings and mission of the Free Meth-
odist Church and who have been approved by 
the local board of administration, come to be 
welcomed into membership. We now propose, 
in the fear of God, to question them as to their 
faith and purpose, that you may know that 
they are ready to be admitted into this church.

Addressing those seeking admission, 
the pastor shall say: 
Beloved in the Lord, you have been baptized 
into Christ and come now to be received into 
membership in the Free Methodist Church. 
We rejoice with you in all God’s mercies that 
have brought you to this hour; and we join our 
prayers with yours as you make this sacred 
undertaking. 
1. Do you have the assurance that God has for-
given your sins through faith in Jesus Christ?   
 Answer: I do.
2. Do you believe the Bible is God’s written 
Word, uniquely inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
do you accept its authority for what you must 
believe and how you must live?
 Answer: I do. 
3. Do you here resolve, by God’s grace, to be 
Christlike in heart and life, opening yourself ful-
ly to the cleansing and empowering ministry of 
the Holy Spirit, the guidance of the Scriptures, 
and the nurture and fellowship of the church?
     Answer: By God’s enabling grace, I do resolve.
4. Do you accept the Articles of Religion, the 
Membership Covenant, the goals for Christian 
conduct and the government of the Free Meth-
odist Church, and will you endeavor to live in 
harmony with them?
 Answer: Trusting God’s power to aid me, I do.

5. As a follower of Jesus Christ, will you embrace 
the mission of the Free Methodist Church 
within and beyond this congregation and will 
you join us in giving sacrificially of your time, 
talents and resources to help us carry out that 
mission?
 Answer: With God’s help, I will.
6. I offer you the right hand of fellowship. I 
welcome you into The Free Methodist Church. 
May the experience of membership in this 
body enrich your life and the life of our church; 
and may your contribution to its life strengthen 
both you and all of us. 

The pastor shall introduce each candidate by 
name to the congregation and shall continue 
as follows: 
You, my fellow-members of this congregation, 
have heard the vows of these who have com-
pleted the requirements for membership in the 
Free Methodist Church. Let us now welcome 
them into our fellowship.
(The method of welcoming shall be left to the 
discretion of the pastor.) The pastor may offer 
an extemporaneous prayer.
The pastor shall say to the congregation: 
Friends in Christ, I commend to your love and 
care these persons whom we this day recog-
nize as members of our church. Do all in your 
power to strengthen their faith, confirm their 
hope, and perfect them in love.

(from the 2007 Book of Discipline)



Encounter Free Methodist Church 
Membership Covenant
Having faith in Jesus as my Lord and Savior and having been baptized, and 
being in agreement with Encounter Free Methodist Church’s statements, I now feel 
led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Encounter Free Methodist Church family.

I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

1. I will protect the unity of my church
 …by acting in love toward other members (John 13:34-35)
 …by refusing to gossip (Ephesians 4:29)
 …by following the leaders (Hebrews 13:17)

2. I will share the responsibility of my church
 …by praying for its growth (1 Thessalonians 1:1-2)
 …by inviting the unchurched to attend (Luke 14:23)
 …by warmly welcoming those who visit (Romans 15:7)

3. I will serve the ministry of my church
 …by discovering and exercising my gifts and talents (1 Peter 4:10)
 …by being equipped to serve by my pastor (Ephesians 4:11-12)
 …by developing a servant’s heart (Philippians 2)

4. I will support the testimony of my church
 …by attending faithfully (Hebrews 10:24-25)
 …by living a godly life (Philippians 1:27)
 …by giving regularly (Leviticus 27:30)

Name __________________________________________________  Date ________________

You can return this covenant to the Next Steps table outside the worship center or
mail it to the church office: 111 S. Elmer Ave., Second Floor, Sayre, PA 18840


